
Testing for BVD is 
easier and less costly 
than ever before with 
the AntelBio BVD Milk 
ELISA. � e process 
starts with individual 
milk samples obtained 
through routine DHI 
testing, allowing trace-
back when/if BVD is 
found in pools of milk 
samples.
 � e process works 
for any size herd, but 
here’s a scenario for a 
480-cow herd.

On test day, milk 1. 
samples are collected 
and forwarded to DHI. 

A� er running standard compo-2. 
nent analysis, DHI pools indi-
vidual cow samples into groups of 
30 (mini-pools). 

Eight groups of 30 are then 3. 
pooled into one sample (repre-
senting 240 animals), which is 
analyzed by AntelBio for genetic 
material from the BVD virus 
(PCR analysis).

Mini-pools are analyzed via PCR 4. 
for any pool returning a positive 
result. 

Individual cow samples from any 5. 
positive mini-pool are analyzed 
for the presence of BVD antigen 
(using ELISA).  

 

 Not only does testing DHI 
samples for BVD require less labor 
from you, it’s also more a� ordable. 
� e above testing scenario cost $1.16 
per cow for a total of $580 (10 PCRs 
at $40 each + 30 ELISAs at $6 each). 
� is is dramatically less than ear 
notching which typically runs $4 - $6 
per cow and quickly adds up to thou-
sands of dollars. 
 While not every herd will be able 
to identify the persistently infected 
(PI) animal(s) for this amount, 
AntelBio’s experience indicates a 
similar testing scenarios cost between 
$0.50 and $2.50 per cow. All of this 
with NO investment in additional 
time and labor. 
 Put the value of DHI testing 
to work for you and opt for a BVD   
testing series on your next DHI test 
day.

Is cost and inconvenience preventing 

you from BVD testing?

NorthStar Cooperative o� ers 
scholarships for post high school 
study in the ! eld of agriculture for 
stockowners and their children. Up 
to three $500 scholarships will be 
awarded. Application deadline is 
January 1, 2008. Scholarship guide-
lines and an application can be 
obtained online at 
www.northstarco-
operative.com/pdf/
Scholarship%20Ap-
plication.pdf.
 

Deadline draws near for 

scholarships

For an unprec-

edented ! " h year 
in a row, the most 
prestigious award 
given to a bull, the 
Ted Krueger Pre-

mier Sire award, was 
won by 7HO5157 

Regancrest Elton DURHAM-ET*CV 
at the 2007 World Dairy Expo Interna-
tional Holstein Show, Madison, Wis. No 
other sire has ever won this celebrated 
award ! ve times. � e milking cow class-
es were dominated by DURHAM with 
56 of his daughters entered, representing 
20 percent of the show. 

DURHAM makes history: 

Named Expo Premier Sire 

! ve years in a row
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